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Thank you, UCSD NAK Alumni Association Board of Directors for entrusting me in 

your appointment as President. I feel grateful for the trust you have given me and 

mindful of the task at hand. I thank Mario Mejia for his service to this organization, 

thank you for the all your hard work and dedication to moving this association for-

ward. The countless hours you put into your position is a clear indication of where this 

organization sits today. You've not only made this transition easier but created a pro-

cess that will trickle down to my successor, his successor, and so on. Your vision, your 

time, and your ideas will move forward as this organization continues to advance. 
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Alumni and Undergrads: 

 

Over the past three months, the UCSD NAK Alumni Association has been in a transition period. During this shift, our traditional 

programs have not been overlooked and continue to be our priority. On April 8th, 2016, the UCSD NAK AA and ALAS Alumni from 

San Diego State, will be holding its first network mixer of 2016 in an effort to strengthen our network of alumni and undergraduate 

brothers. The weekend of April 22nd – 24th, the UCSD Lambda Chapter and SDSU Beta Chapter will be hosting NAKFest here in San 

Diego, an event in which brothers from both alumni chapters have been an integral part of the planning process. For Q2, our annu-

al Alumni Games are scheduled for May 14th, 2016. An event that continues to grow and strengthen the bond between the UCSD 

alumni and undergraduate brothers. Our long-term projects, the new UCSD NAK AA website and UCSD 20 Year Gala, have gained 

steam and are now fully being developed by the AA Executive Board.   

 

As I told the Board of Directors, I look forward to the challenges ahead. I put a lot of thought into accepting this appointment and I 

am motivated to get this organization to the next level. I have now been part of the alumni association for six years and I believe I 

still have a few more good years in me. There's a lot of work to be done but also a lot of opportunities within this organization to 

learn, obtain new skills, and be part of a group of professionals that want to move this organization forward and give back to our 

community. Each passing year, we have new alumni, new undergrads, new perspectives, and new ideas. We have always under-

stood that when times change, so must we; that loyalty to our founding principles requires new responses to new challenges; that 

moving this organization ahead requires that we must do these things together, this organization cannot succeed without the sup-

port of our fellow alumni, undergrads, and community. So alumni and undergrads, let us, each of us, now embrace the obligation 

to give back to our community, to grow this organization that started in 1999, and to continue to move this organization in the 

right path. With common effort and common purpose, with passion and dedication, let us carry this organization to the next level.  

As we close Quarter 1 of 2016 I once again thank you all for your continued support. I look forward to a great 2016 and hope to 

see you all our upcoming events.  

Regards, 

Erik Flores 
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2016- 2017 UCSD NAK Alumni Association Executive Board: 

President – Erik Flores 

Vice President – Gerardo Jaimes 

Secretary – Brian Favela 

Treasurer – Carlos Ramirez 

NAKFest Liaison – Roger Bustillos 

Director of Membership – Edgar Melendrez/Roger Bustillos (in-transition) 

Director of Community Programs – Bryan Campos 

Director of Communication – Leonardo Rayon 

Undergrad Advisor – Roger Bustillos 

Project Manager – Enrique Gonzalez 

Membership Consultant – Edgar Melendrez 



 

 

Networking Mixer/Photo Sesh 

By Edgar Melendrez 

On February 2, 2016 the alumni association had its first undergraduate & alumni mixer at UCSD. The objective of 

this mixer was to bridge the gap between older and younger brothers. We've recognized the importance of reaf-

firming the importance of a fundamental pillar, brotherhood. The alumni association hosts many events through 

the year that brings us together, but this was different. There was no competition, no trash talking on the field, 

no power points, no speeches, etc. This was just an ordinary day at UCSD taking group pictures, sharing old 

Sungod videos, sharing last night Snapchats, Junior's memes, The Legacy, our life goals, what we do at our jobs, 

are favorite soccer teams, and other random facts. 

 

Even though this event was not meant to be big, it felt just as big as any other event put on by the alumni asso-

ciation. Learning more about each other is what drives us to be better, it drives our org to shoot for bigger goals, 

it brings us together and most importantly it puts faces to the names we see on email and social media. 
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A Look @ the ᐱ Chapter 

NAKFEST 2016 
 

    
 
With the start of a fresh new year, 

the undergraduate chapter has 

been busy organizing NAKFEST 

2016, which will be held on April 

22
nd

-24
th

. The Lambda Chapter is 

excited to collaborate with Beta 

Chapter to present a fun filled 

weekend that includes a bonfire 

mixer, downtown pub crawl, sports 

tournament, and award supper. 

Keep updated with event infor-

mation through some of the Face-

book links below! 

Bonfire Mixer (18+) 

https://www.facebook.com/

events/792207160883359/ 

Downtown Pub Crawl 

https://www.facebook.com/

events/572625542914822/ 

SPRING BREAK!!! (ROAD TRIP) 

 

Currently we are pushing through 

the end of a busy Winter Quarter 

and organizing a road trip for 

March 19
th

- 21
st
. It is the goal of 

the active brothers to strengthen 

our brotherhood with campus visits 

to UC Santa Barbara, Cal Poly San 

Luis Obispo, San Jose State Univer-

sity, San Francisco State University, 

UC Berkeley, CSU Stanislaus, and 

UCLA. This trip is sure to mark the 

beginning of a memorable Spring 

Break and new academic quarter. 

UG Events 
 

BROTHERHOOD  

 
The Paintball Park brotherhood event - 

02/28/16 

 

 

 
Lambda and Chi Chapter Social – 

02/19/16 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND  
PHILANTHROPIC EVENTS 

 
Adelante Latino Conference with Beta 

Chapter – 02/06/16  

 

 
Manzanita Canyon Clean-Up w/  

Phi Lambda Rho – 02/20/16 

Homeless Charter Sandwich 

 Distribution –03/02/16 

Chi-Olympics w/Chi Omega  

– 02/26/16 

https://www.facebook.com/events/792207160883359/
https://www.facebook.com/events/792207160883359/
https://www.facebook.com/events/572625542914822/
https://www.facebook.com/events/572625542914822/


 

Ruben and Stephanie Escobar will be having 

a baby girl in June!! 

the SUN Q1 2016 

I was appointed as the Southern Director of 

Intake and Expansion at the President's Retreat 

in January.  

-Roberto Flores 

So as you may know, i got promoted to Pro-

ject Manager at my job (CHC Consulting). I 

now oversee a group of 11 engineers who 

design fiber placement jobs in San Diego 

and LA 

 -Hugo Montes 

Engagement/Move to Ann Arbor 

 

After many months of planning, I recently asked my girlfriend, Arcelia, to marry me on 2/29/16. For 

those of you that do not know Arcelia, she is currently a PhD student at the University of Michigan in the 

Romance Literature Department. Her focus is politics through the lens of literature, specifically focusing 

on neoliberalism in Latin America and its connections to authoritarian regimes. She is currently on her 

3rd year, currently focused on her prelims, and has 3-5 yrs left in research before she graduates. [image] 

 

After many months and interviews, I have been offered a position as a Research Process Manager at the 

University of Michigan. This position falls in line with my overall career goals. The Research Process Co-

ordinator will provide extensive project account and budgeting support to faculty and administrators at 

all stages of the grant process at the College of Literature, Science, and Arts (LSA) at U of M. I will be a 

key member of the regional business offices which serve multiple natural science units. I will serve as a 

mentor and resource to regional office staff while monitoring grant submissions and being a research 

and financial liaison for assigned faculty. This is an amazing opportunity and will be moving to Michigan 

by the end of this month.  

 

I have built many great relationships with 

many of you all and I wanted to take this 

time to thank the brotherhood for making 

me part of your family here in San Diego. 

We have shared many great memories that I 

will never forget (and I am sure we will share 

many more). Thank you all for the great 

friendships, laughs and adventures that we 

shared.  

 

Feel free to contact me if you are ever in the 

Ann Arbor neighborhood. My House will al-

ways be available to you all.  

 

Once a NAK, Always a NAK       - Ben Rodriguez 

 BROTHER UPDATES... 
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Successfully completed 3 of the most challenging web-based courses I've ever taken and passed 

my in-person exam to obtain my Credential of Readiness from the HBX program, by Harvard Busi-

ness School. Courses were for Financial Accounting, Economics for Managers, and Business Analyt-

ics. Finally got my grade and confirmation of the credential on 2/23! Along with by UCSD B.A., and 

this Credential, I also have my Specialized Certification in Wireless Engineering (UCSD Extension) 

& 

An opportunity at my company came up to learn a different part of the business, to tackle the 

product from beginning to end, and to work more closely with the business development side. 

Thus I've accepted a Product Manager position and will relocate to Atlanta in early to mid-April. 

Grace and Sona (and the cats) will join me soon thereafter.  

 

Moving to San Diego (for school) 13 years ago was one of the best decisions I ever made as it was 

where I met my wife and you guys. This move is to further my career and take in a new environ-

ment, while it is still early enough in my career to create a strong foundation.  

 

Though I will be in Atlanta for a few years I hope this opportunity opens up my career path to work 

at more tech companies that currently would take me in - that is how I hope to make it back to 

SoCal! 

 

I hope to see the many of you in the next few weeks (to say goodbyes) as we prepare on this cross-

country journey! 

 

—Mario Mejia 

My girlfriend Rosa and I purchased our first home in 

San Diego, Ca  

-Edgar Melendrez 

 BROTHER UPDATES 

Want to get involved?  

 

Email the board at: 

UCSDNAK-AA-

EB@googlegroups.com 
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